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International Brotherhood
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of Teamsters

2026248911 o fax: R0R-GI4-6018

For Immediate Release
May 6, 2011

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS DENOUNCE
UNSAFE CROSS BORDER PROGRAM

U.8. Representatives Sign Letter to LaHood Critlcizing Opening Mexican Border

(WASHINGTON) - A hipartisan group of 44 members of Congrass sent a letter to Department of
Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood to voice their opposition to a proposed cross-border program
with Mexico. The representatives expressed their concemns over the threat to highway and public safety
that would arise by allowing unsafe Mexican trucks to travet freely throughout the United States.

The bipartisan letter, drafted by Reps. Duncan Hunter, R-Calif., and Danisl Lipinski, D-Hl., made it very
clear that there was little room for negotiation when dealing with Congress on this issue,

“We do not believe this cross border trucking program is in the best interests of the taxpayer or our
security,” the letter stated. “The current system of Mexican carriers operating within a defined
commercial zone is working well for both safety and border security. We strongly sppose the
Administration’s cross-border trucking proposal.”

The Teamsters Union has been leading the fight against opening the Mexican border since NAFTA was
enacted more than 17 years ago. The union has mobilized its membership, encouraging them to write
the Fedaral Register to express their opposition to the cross border program. The comment period ends
May 13. To learn how you can voice your opposition, visit www stoepMexicantrucks com.

“The 1.4 million members of the Teamsters Union will fight against the plan to allow these unsafe trucks
from Mexico on our nation’s highways,” said Teamsters General President Jim Hoffa. “There is
ovarwhelming opposition in Congress, from Democrats and Republicans alike, to this plan. Qpening the
border woukd be a safety and security disaster.”

Founded in 1803, the International Brotherhood of Teamsters represents 1.4 million hardworking men
and women in the United States, Canada and FPuerto Rico. Visit www teamster.org for more
information.
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Gongresw of the Hnited Hlates
| Washington, BE 20515

May 4, 2011

The Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary

U.8. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue Southeast
Washingion, D.C. 20560

Deear Secretary Latood:

W are wntmg to express our concers over the announced agreement b&t‘wem the U.S.
and Mexico regarding cross border trucking. Based on the recéntly released details by the
Department of Transportation, we have concemns that this propésed program could impact the
safety of our roads and may create a security breach aldng our southern border,

Crver the years, Congress has demonstrated its opposition to this 1ll-wivwﬁd program, In
2007, votes were taken 10 require safety related restrictions to the pilot program and, in 2009, the
pilot program was mrmmawd by Congtess. While we understand the need to work to remove the
unfair tari ffy that Mexw& has imposed on U.S. agriculture pmdum a$ & result, doing so shoulc!
oot come at the expense of the safety of our highways.

. The earlier dmotﬂstmtinn project showed serious gaps in the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration’s (FMCSA) ability 1o properly manage the program when they failed to
assure that every Mexican truck was properly inspected at the border, This is critical from a
safety perspective fo ensuge that the vehicle is heing operated by 3 licensed driver and has
completed a safety inspection. With the limited number of Mexican tracks that participated in
this demonstration there is concern with the FMUBA’s ability to properly monitor a fiture
demaonstration project, g

In addition, the program will require that Mexican motor carciers have Electronic On
Board Recorders (EOBRs) on their vehicles. This requiremnent comes at the same time FMCSA
is working on a rulemaking to require EIBRs for all U8, carriers. An appailing difference,
howevey, is that funds from the Highway Trust Fund will be used to pay for these devices for
Mexican trackers while U.8, drivers will be required to pay for their EOBRSs thomselves. We
feel this i3 an inappropriate use of the highway funds and an unreasonable expenditure fbr
taxpayers,

Mote importantly with the recent rige in violence in Mexico and the changing tactics of
the Mexican drug cartels, we are also concerned that moving forward with this cross border

truacking program at this time is not in the best interests for security along our border, The Kl
Paso Intelligenceo Center reports that commercial vehicles are widely-used by Mexican diug
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trafficking organdzations. Setting up s program that allows Mexican long-haul frucks o cross the
horder and move feely throughout the 1L8. vould invrease this method of smuggling by the drug
cartels and serve as a resource for their criminal activity.

Again, we do not believe this cross border trucking program i3 in the bast interests of the
taxpayer or our security. The cusrent syatem of Mexican carviers operating within & defined
commerctal zone is working well for both sefety and border security, We strongly oppose the
Administration's cross-border trucking proposal.

With best wishes,

Bincerely,

Drancan Hunter i}:mmi Mimmkt
Member of Congress | akaieny of f"ungmsas

Nick Rahall
Mamber of Congress
 Cendice Miller

Mmbw of Congress

i

Bob Filndr s “Qam Grave-a
Member of Congross Member of Congress

anbcr of Congress s Mber of Congress
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| ‘ | teven LaTourstte

Member of Congress

afuk ber of Cungmqa;
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%h@]ley Rerkl g
{ Member of Cbngress j Member of’ Congress
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Frank LoBionds | Ted Poe :
Merober of Congress Mernber of Congrass

Mike Michaud
Meraber of Congress

Leonard Boswell

e fembt‘ cf{..angress ' R | Member of Congress
Tim Ryan 4 ‘ Fagon Altmire
Member of Congress : - Member of Congress

Joe Baca
Member of Congress

Thaddeus McC’ﬂtter
Member of Congresy
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4" Alcee Hastings
Member of Congress

Linda Samhaz
Member of Congress

IEh; R Cummings
- Member of Congress

Msmbesr of Congress

i

Mark Critz
Meripgr of Congress

’ ;f.vld iﬁﬁbsd‘ ;

Mambar of Congress
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Member of Congress

Bill Pascrell ‘
Member of Congress
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Michae! Capuano \
Member of Congress

”7%»..,...

If.\n Runyan
Member of Congress

A

i Holden
Member of Congress
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artin Heinri Carolyn McCarthy

# Member of (:tmgmss Member of Congress w
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